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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents, 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter.  
 
P&F Meeting on Tonight 
All parents are welcome to attend the first P&F Meeting of the year being held in the staff room from 7pm. 
Don’t forget that Friday is the P&F Welcome BBQ! All parents are invited to come along and meet new families in a relaxed 
setting. Please come along from 5pm if you are able to. 
 
Commonwealth Games 

Please find a regular update on the impact of the Commonwealth Games on traffic flow in our area. 
Before the Games (week 9 and 10, term 1) 
While certain areas of the Gold Coast will be busier than normal during Weeks 9 and 10 of Term 1, the rest of 
the Gold Coast is expected to be as per normal conditions. 
During the Games (school holidays) 
During the 11 days of the competition, trips on the roads are likely to take longer during peak times due to 
traffic changes, parking restrictions and road restrictions.  
 After the Games (week 1, term 2) 
Monday, the flexible student free day, has been flagged as high traffic impact.  
Normal traffic conditions are reported for Wednesday onwards. 

 
 Prep 2019 
Applications for Prep 2019 are now being accepted. To be eligible for Prep 2019, children need to be turning 5 by June 30 in that 
year. Children born between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 are eligible. Interviews will begin this week. 
 
GA Swimming Carnivals 
Congratulations to Marty McGregor and helpers on such a great Senior Swimming Carnival. Thank you to all parents who came 
along to support the children as well. The children of Kimba were the champions for 2018! 
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings 
The interviews continue with teachers this week. Many parents have been for their interview already. Thank you for investing in the 
education of your child. 
 
Staff News 
Prep and Year 4 teachers are having some RE planning time on Thursday. 
Miss Jordyn Lenne will be replacing Tara Clancy as she will be away on leave next week.   
 
Have a great week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We recognise the traditional  
owners of the land 
The Kombumerri people 

Edmund Rice Drive ASHMORE Qld 4214:  PO Box 267, Ashmore City QLD 4214 
Phone: 5510 0055 Fax: 5510 0056  Email: pashmore@bne.catholic.edu.au   Web: www.gaps.qld.edu.au 

  



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

 
NAPLAN On-Line 2018 

After extensive preparations, our school will be moving to NAPLAN Online this year. NAPLAN Online 
assesses the same literacy and numeracy skills as the paper-based tests but in an online format and students 
will use the devices they use regularly in the classroom to complete the tests.  
Our Year 3 and 5 students are scheduled to complete their testing in mid to late May with practice testing 
now being planned for each class from March to ensure each of our students is familiar with the new way 
of testing and well prepared.  
One of the advantages of our students competing NAPLAN Online is that their results are expected to 
come back within weeks rather than months. While NAPLAN is just one of many assessment methods to 
track your child’s progress, this quick turnaround will mean the results can better inform classroom practice 
and help advance your child’s learning here at Guardian Angels Primary School. 

Your child’s teacher will ensure you have plenty of information about NAPLAN Online early this term but if you have any questions 
at any time feel free to ask.   
Students and parents of all year levels who’d like to know more about the move to NAPLAN Online are welcome to visit the public 
demonstration site. Here you can take a practice test and learn more about the special features of NAPLAN Online. You can find 
useful links on our school website. 
  
Bernard Kearney  
Assistant Principal Administration  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
Qualities of Angels 
This week we continue with the quality of RESPECTFUL. At Prayer Assembly on Monday, 6 
Blue reminded us that being respectful is showing respect by speaking and acting with courtesy. 
Always treat others the way you would like to be treated. Being respectful is about displaying 
appropriate manners and valuing the feelings of others. The timing of this quality is perfect given 
that today, Tuesday 13 February, we remember the 10th anniversary of the National Apology to 
Australia's First Peoples – a sacred moment in our nation's history that must never be forgotten. 
The forced removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children began as early as the mid-
1800s and continued until 1970. Many of these removals occurred as the result of official laws 
and policies aimed at assimilating the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population into the 
wider community. The apology from the Australian Government to the Stolen Generations was 
one important step in working together to achieve reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous peoples as well as in building respectful relationships 
that will generate better outcomes for all Australians.  
 
Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 19 February to join the students from 6 
Maroon and Mrs Hawkins for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after the assembly concludes.   
 
Ash Wednesday Parish Mass 
This week one student from each class will attend Ash Wednesday mass commencing at 9.00am at Mary Immaculate Church. During 
this mass, ashes made from the palms used on Palm Sunday last year will be blessed and received by the attending students. These 
ashes will then be used to mark the foreheads of all students and staff at our whole school liturgy, commencing at 10.10am in our 
school hall. Parents and friends are most welcome to join us at mass and/or for our Ash Wednesday liturgy. 
 
GA Family Mass – Year 6 and Year 1 Buddies  
Year 6 and Year 1 students and their families are invited to their GA Family Mass this Sunday 18 February commencing at 8.30am 
at Mary Immaculate Church. It is hoped that families with children in Year 6 and/or Year 1 will attend this mass and join in sharing 
Eucharist with other members of the Southport Parish. There will be a relaxed morning tea after mass so please bring a plate to 
share.  
 
Tuesday Parish Mass  
Students from 3 Gold and 3 Blue will join other members of our parish community to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass next Tuesday 
20 February. Parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 



 
Ash Wednesday…Lent Begins 
Lent begins this week with the marking of ashes on Ash Wednesday. This is an important liturgical season for Catholics. When we 
receive ashes on our foreheads, we remember that we are baptised and that we are members of the body of Christ. The smudge on our 
foreheads also proclaims that identity to others. 
 
Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal. The theme for Project 
Compassion 2018 is “A Just Future”. In the words of Pope Francis, we must “Cultivate with love the seeds of goodness, beauty and 
truth that God sows in every new generation.” 

 
Throughout Project Compassion 2018, inspiring stories from the Nepal, Cambodia, Jordan, Australia, 
Mozambique and the Philippines will highlight the importance of working hand in hand with 
communities around the world. Each week one of these stories will be shared with students in their 
classrooms and to our broader school community via the newsletter. 
 
This week each Guardian Angels student will receive a Project Compassion box. Your donations to 
Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic agency for international aid and development, 
to work towards a more just and fair world so please put your compassion into action this Lent by 
supporting this important appeal.  
 

New Arrival 
Congratulations to the Scanlan family (Heloise 4M and Christabel 3B) who are celebrating the 
arrival of their new son and baby brother, Fulton Francis Scanlan. Wishing the Scanlan family 
lots of happiness and love from the GA community. 
 
Patron Parent Network  
Last Friday our 2018 Patron Parents met for the first time to learn about the role and to discuss how they can assist the GA community. 
In the past each Patron Parent has been provided with a list of main contact details (phone number and email only) for the families of 
the particular class for which they have taken on this role. We would like to continue this practice as it enables Patron Parents to 
undertake their role more efficiently and effectively. However, we are aware that some people would prefer that their contact details 
remain confidential and available only to appropriate members of the Guardian Angels staff. If this is the case, we ask that you email 
the school office no later than Friday 16 February 2018 and your details will be updated accordingly and marked as confidential 
on our data base. For those who are happy for their contact details to be shared, you will receive an introductory email from your 
Patron Parent/s in the near future. 
 
We still need to fill the Patron Parent role for the following classes: 

1 White  
4 Gold  
5 Blue  

If you have a child in any of these classes and would be willing to take on this important role or you would like to know more about 
the role, please email me as soon as possible.  
 
Request for assistance 
Late last year we collected a number of items for two elderly parishioners who assist needy overseas communities by sending various 
items that we take for granted to those who have little. These two wonderful ladies are still working to bring light to needy communities 
so if you have any of the following items at home that you don’t need anymore, please consider sending these to school over the next 
couple of weeks and we will make sure that the items collected are passed onto these generous ladies. 
 
Anything a school could use: 

 Pre readers 
 Learning to read books 
 Used pencils/pens 
 Pencil cases 
 Used / new exercise books – anything is better than nothing 
 Chalk 
 
 

 
 



 
And items for daily use:  

 Old towels 
 Old sheets 
 Anything for sewing – cotton thread, buttons, needles 
 Materials 
 Baby rugs 
 Baby wraps 
 Cotton nappies 
 Anything for newborns 

 
It doesn’t matter if these items are old and/or used as these ladies can cut and sew to make them look new again. 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program 

Children’s Liturgy will be held at Mary Immaculate Church every Sunday at 8:30am Mass in Term 
2 (22nd April, 29th April, 6th May, 13th May, 3rd June, 10th June, 17th June and 24th June 2018).  
  
Each of us has a God Given Gift. The Children's Liturgy of the Word team would love for you to 
share that gift. If your gift is reading with expression, please consider volunteering. If your gift is 
encouraging children to express their thoughts, please consider volunteering. If your gift is 
welcoming people and encouraging participation, please consider volunteering. 
  
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program caters for two groups starting from toddlers up to 4 
years old, and the other is from 5 years to 10 years of age.   

  
All Children's Liturgy of the Word volunteers are acting in the name of and representing the church. Therefore, all volunteers must 
participate in the Safeguarding Children program and obtain the necessary clearances. 
  
If you would like to help or know someone who would like to help as a volunteer for the Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program or 
you would like further information about this ministry, please contact Maria Blancia on 5510 2296 (every Wednesday or Friday) or 
email MariaB@scp.org.au 
 
Blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Shandel Flynn 
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
CURRICULUM CORNER   

 
GA Learning Powers – Collaboration 
This week it’s all about collaboration.  As children settle into their new classes they are learning new 
group dynamics and ways of working in a team.  It’s a great time to remember that Coolio Collaborative 
has a song that helps us remember the value of working with others. 
 
The GA Learning Powers are the dispositions we encourage our students to develop in order to become 
better learners.  More information is available here 
http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/LearningandTeaching/Pages/Learning-Powers.aspx 

 
Teachers Planning 
Teachers will be working together to review our data and plan the second half of the learning and teaching in classrooms in Term 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Moving Learning Forward –  Big Write & VCOP:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The acronym VCOP stands for the following writing essentials: 
V- Vocabulary:  words that make you go wow! 
C- Connectives:  words that connect sentences, ideas and paragraphs together 
O- Openers – Power openers ‘ly’ ‘ing’ and connectives 
P-  Punctuation – Power punctuation !?... 
Each classroom is building a VCOP wall where students collaborate to 
build their writing knowledge and skills. As parents, talk to your children 
about interesting words – they might just end up on the wall and be used to 
create amazing writing. 
 

Jo Makin  
Primary Learning Leader 
 
 
 
MUSIC NEWS                         
Term 1 Band and Choir rehearsals 
  
Monday 
  

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

    Senior Band 
7.15am- 8.30am 

  Assembly 8am all Senior 
Band members  

Senior Choir 
1st break in the Music 
Band room 

Jazz Band 
10am- 10.40am 

    Junior Choir 
1st break in Performing 
Arts room 

    Year 4 Band 
11.40am- 12.25pm 

    

Year 6 Band 
1.55pm- 2.4pm 

  Year 5 Band 
1.55pm- 2.40pm 

Classic Angels 
1.55pm- 2.40pm 

  

  
  
Band/ Choir Information 
·      To be in the Jazz Band or Classic Angels students must first be selected into Senior Band. Senior Band is by invitation 
        except for Year 6 where it expected. 
·      Students must bring their music and instruments; no instruments are to be loaned for rehearsals when students forget. 
·      Rehearsals start on time, please be prompt and organised. 
·      Choir is not auditioned but regular attendance is expected. 
  
New musicians required 
Mrs Kemp would like to invite saxophones to audition for the Senior Band. 
  
Jazz Band- 2 new saxophonists are required, see Mrs Kemp if you would like to audition 
                1 trumpeter required, see Mrs Kemp if you would like to audition. 
  
Auditions will be held next week. Play your best piece and expect some sight reading. 
  
Classic Angels- any musicians who want to extend their playing, see Mr Harley. 



  
Senior Band 
Please add this date to your diary. 
  
Music Camp: Tuesday 17th April and Wednesday 18th April 2018. 
These are dates are the first two days of Term 2. The camp will be at the CYC centre in Burleigh.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SPORT NEWS                         
Guardian Angels Swim Carnival 
Congratulation to all Kimba for winning the overall carnival. And well done to Wambiri for winning the relay trophy and the war 
cry trophy. A big thank you to all the school staff and the ladies from the Surfers Paradise Swim club for all their hard work. 
 
Swimming AGE Champions – 2018 
8-Year-Old Girls: Lilli –Ava I 8 Year Old Boys: Hugh R  
9 Year Old Girls: Izzy F  9 Year Old Boys: Ashley T 
10 Year Old Boys: Luke M 10 Year Old Girls: Alexia A 
11 Year Old Boys: Matthew K 11 Year Old Girls: Imogen H 
12 Year Old Boys: Cameron R 12-Year-Old Girls: Grace A 
 
District Swimming 
The District Swimming Team travelled to TSS school to compete in the Hinterland district swim trials. We had some great results.  
I will post the full results when they are available. 
 
Catholic Swimming 
The Catholic Swim team will travel to TSS this Friday leaving school at 9:15am and arriving back at midday to use their fantastic 
facilities and to practise racing in a 50m pool. It will give us a strong preparation for The Catholic swim carnival. 
 
Marty McGregor 
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
P & F NEWS   

A big hello this week from the P&F, as you may have seen there are many exiting things happening at the moment. Last week our 
“Just One Thing” letter should have made its way home, we hope that many can help out to support our activities to make them very 
successful. This week we see the first P&F meeting of the year on Tuesday night at 7pm, we welcome everyone to come and join in 
and also the Welcome BBQ on Friday night, is a good opportunity to not have to make dinner and come and say hi to other GA 
families. Ordering has now also opened on Flexischools if you would like to pre order your Hamburgers and sausages at a special 
price. This week you will also see come home the Billy G’s Cookie Dough order form which is available for ordering online or on 
the order form. Remember all our fundraising activities go back into the school like initiatives such as building our school stage in 
the main hall area which will benefit the entire school community. 
 
 



Some important dates to put in your diary: 
 P&F Meeting this Tuesday 13 February @ 7pm in the GA Staff room ALL WELCOME 
 Welcome BBQ is this Friday 16 February from 5-7pm in the Quad  
 Prep Progressive Dinner 16 March from 5pm  

 
Look forward to seeing you around the school and have a great week.  
 
Thanks and have a great week  
Sam Lee  
P&F President 
 
LIBRARY NEWS   

This Wednesday go on a blind book date for Valentine’s Day.  
Encourage your children to put themselves out there and try something new. 
If they visit the library to borrow a specially wrapped book they might just 
fall in love…with a book. 
 
Kim Dell  
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK   

Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to children 
from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the Principal or Parish Priest at a 
full school assembly. 
 
Sammy M 6B, Nathan J 6W, Jayden S 6G 
Amber D 5B, Shae M 5G, James P 5M, Sienna A 5W  
Zack J 4B, Miguel M 4G, Francis G 4M 
Summer S 3B, Freya L 3G, Ivy O’B 3M, Tamsyn P 3W 
Madeleine F & Atticus T 2B, Aili R 2G, Amelia M 2M, Charlotte B 2W 
Mackenzie M 1B 
Lola B PB, Yazmina W PG, Evan McK PM, Archie V PW 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS                         
Group 1  – Week starting  Monday 19th Feb 
Monday Carol Oshyer, Jodie  Blair-Reid 
Tuesday Lisa Hu, Polly Chong 
Wednesday Carol Oshyer, Liz Ponak 
Thursday Louise Hutchins, HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
Friday  Kym Trinca, Julie Jordan 
Baking  Nat Chalmers , HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 
Sushi  Elaine Withers, Tracey Wicks 
The Tuckshop is always looking for new volunteers . If you can help in any way please call/email/text Rachel .  
rnowlan@bne.caholic.edu.au 0410565393  
 
WHAT’S ON    

February 
14 Feb  Ash Wednesday 
16 Feb  GA Welcome BBQ (ordering online available soon on Flexischools) 
March 
07 /09  Yr 5 Camp – Lake Ainsworth 
25 Mar  Palm Sunday 
28 Mar  School Tour with Principal @ 9.30am 
29 March Last Day of Term 
30 Mar  Good Friday 
April 
17 Apr  School Returns 
 

FRIDAY 16th 
FEBRUARY 5PM TO 

8PM 



 

“Just One Thing” 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends,  
 
After a successful year last year, we are launching our “Just One Thing” Campaign again where we would be grateful if 
every family could nominate to do “Just One Thing” to assist the P&F during the year with their fundraising activities.  
We currently have over 500 families attending Guardian Angels, and approximately 25 of these families volunteer to help 
on a regular basis. We have our GA Coffee Shop that would not operate if it weren’t for the lovely volunteers that turn 
up every morning.  
Our school is well regarded for our wonderful community spirit and inclusiveness as was well reported in our recent 
school survey. The events the P&F hold contribute towards this feeling of friendship and welcomeness. Apart from 
building up our community spirit, successful events will make a significant contribution towards our fundraising efforts 
to build a new stage for the school hall. 
Volunteering at the school is a great way to meet people and make friends. We understand the commitments on families 
these days with work and young children, but our events are held on school days, in the evenings and on weekends to 
enable many people to get involved. Young children are welcome at non-alcoholic serving day time events.   
Below is a list of “Things” that we would appreciate your assistance with. Please tick just one box (or more if you wish) 
and place your contact details at the bottom of the page. Please return to the office by Friday 11 February, so that we 
can collate the responses and when the time comes someone from the P&F will be in contact with you regarding your 
participation.  
 
Yours sincerely 
Sam Lee, Sandy Pittis, Prue Keys, Tracy Parker 
P&F Executive Committee 
 

 Welcome BBQ 16 February 
 Prep Progressive Dinner 16 March 
 Mother’s Day Stall 10 & 11 May 
 Junior School Disco Term 2 Date TBC 2.30-4.30pm 
 Senior School Disco Term 2 Date TBC 4.30-6.30pm 
 Father’s Day Stall 29 & 30 August 
 Grandparents Day 26 October 
 Junior Band night Term 4 Date TBC 
 Senior Band night Term 4 Date TBC 
 Junior Swim Carnival Term 4 Date TBC 
 Christmas Carols 28 November 
 Year 6 Graduation 6 December 5.30-9.30pm 

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone number: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Child’s name: _________________________________________________ Child’s Class: ____________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today we commence our Billy G’s Gourmet Cookie Dough Easter Fundraiser. All funds raised will go towards 
our new school hall stage. The moreish cookie dough is only available through fundraisers, not sold in stores, so stock 
up! 
Attached is the Billy G’s Fundraiser order form for collecting orders from family, friends & neighbours. 
Please return your brochure & monies to your classroom teacher by 7 March 2018. 
The current scheduled day for pick-up of your order is Tuesday 27 March 2018. 
 

MAKE YOUR EASTER HOLIDAYS SPECIAL! 
Purchase the Gingerbread dough and receive a FREE Gingerbread Man cookie cutter. 
Purchase the Shortbread dough and receive a FREE Easter Bunny cookie cutter. 
The kids will love baking their very own Gingerbread Men and Easter Bunny cookies over the Easter 
break. 

 
Billy G’s is an Australian family owned and operated business. There are ten (10) delicious flavours including a new Gingerbread and Shortbread 
Biscuit dough, a cheese flavoured Doggie Dough that your favourite furry animals will go bonkers over and a Gluten Free Choc Chunk. There are 
FREE PRIZES detailed in the order form. The more tubs you sell, the better the prize! 
 
The cookie dough is packed in a reusable 1kg tub which makes 40 x 25g cookies. 35c-40c per cookie. 
You can REFREEZE the cookie dough and thaw it out as you require for baking. 
You can keep the thawed cookie dough in your refrigerator for up to 4 weeks. 
 
Paying for your orders, you have two options: 
In person: Return monies with the attached order form with your prize selection to your coordinator for yourself and 
multiple orders for family, friends and neighbours. 
Order and pay online: Go to www.cookiedough.com.au and place your order and pay online. 
All orders to be placed and paid for by the due date above.  We will advise at a later date the confirmed pick up date. 

 
Win a Gold Coast Family Holiday: Sell or buy a tub of Billy G’s Cookie Dough for your chance to win a Gold Coast Family 
Holiday staying at Sea World Resort & Water Park with entry to Sea World, Warner Bros. Movie World, Wet N’ Wild 
Gold Coast, Paradise Country and the choice of either $1,000 cash or $1,000 airfare voucher. Go to 
www.australianfundraising.com.au/win to enter. 
We thank you for making our Billy G’s Fundraiser a huge success! 

FUNDRAISING HAS NEVER TASTED SO GOOD!                      
    BAKE YOUR VERY OWN DELICIOUS COOKIES!! 

 
RAISING FUNDS FOR: 

Guardian Angels Primary School 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


